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world for the purpose of doing Thine Alone, and of obeying not
only Every Command, but Every Inspiration of my Rightful Mas-
ter? What Immeasurable Goodness is This, that, in order to shew
favour to a creature, Thou should'st be willing to abrogate Thv
Supreme Prerogative as his Creator! Since it is my wish to belong
not to myself, but altogether to Thee, I desire that,'not my will, but
Thine, should be done. Leave nothing 0 Lord to the decision of
Francisco de Borja. Remember how often his feelings have blinded
him and led him astray. Surely I cannot do less in return for Thfe
Infinite Condescension and Gracious Generosity, than to offer to
Thee the lives of my wife and children as well as mine own, and
everything, in fact, that I possess in the world. From Thine Hanc
I have received all: to Thee do I return all: earnestly entreating
Thee to dispose of all according to Thy Good Pleasure"."
The Duchess died.
It is unnecessary to engage in a disquisition anent the
Speaking Crucifix. It is conceivable that He, Who made
the ass of Balaam speak, could also make a statue speak
It already has been said that this history deals with matters
which, as far as little human knowledge goes—and that is
not far—, are out of the course of nature. The affair most
rigorously has been investigated, arid admitted, by a com-
petent tribunal, whose verdict must be taken as going as
near the path of truth as it is possible for a human tribunal
to go. Therefore, the item of the Speaking Crucifix, with
other items of supernatural manifestation, will be related
as they occur, without attempts to explain them away, or
to fit them with an adequate apology. If it be granted that
they be possible, they at once become extremely probable.
The length and elaboration'of the Duke of Gandia's reply
are considered, by some, as proving it to have been com-
posed after the event, and with due consideration. This
conclusion is quite worthy of notice, because it is open to
serious and practical objection. The few men, and the many
women, who habitually pray to God and to His saints, who
are in direct frank frequent and habitual communication
with the other world, will be perfectly well aware of the

